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The first year in first grade was bad, and the second 
year was terrible. Do you know how it feels to be in the 
same grade for two years in a row? Your friends laugh 
at you, and it seems like the harder you try, the worse 
things get. I didn’t learn much from that dumb 
reading series the first year, and when I saw those same 
books again, I wanted to scream. We had drilled and 
drilled and drilled on those words and I still couldn’t 
remember them. 

Then, when I went to Miss Black’s room, I thought 
she’d pull out those same books again. I was going to 
run away if she did, so it’s a good thing she had 
different ones. She even used a different way to teach 
me how to read. First she told me the word, then she 
had me copy it on a card. I would practice saying the 
word and spelling it while I traced over the letters with 
my finger. She even had me write it in the air for extra 
practice when I got good at tracing it on the card. I 
learned a lot of words that first year with her, and we 
kept them in my very own Word Box. 

Some of the kids didn’t need to trace the letters the 
way,I did, though. Ralph and Steve used a tape 
recorder for their reading. At first they would listen to 
the story on the tape while they followed it in their 


books. Then they would read right along with the 
tape. When they got really good, Miss Black would let 
them tape themselves reading stories, and she would 
listen to the tapes with them when they were finished. 
I got to do this a couple of times, and I really liked it 
because I could do this all by myself at one of the 
learning centers. 

She used a lot of other tnings for teaching us how to 
read, do math, and write, but I can’t remember them 
all now. I know if you would just talk to her, she could 
tell you about them. And I'll bet you have some neat 
ideas to share with her, too. Like that bulletin board 
you have up now that you said we could work on this 
afternoon. You put up the border for it, but you said 
we'd do the rest of it. What did you call it — The Big 
Think Machine? We’re each supposed to make up a 
question for the machine to answer about the science 
experiment we did this morning. Tomorrow we’ll get 
into small groups to work on the answers before we 
put them up on the bulletin board. 

Y’know, Teach, I don’t think this is going to be so 
bad after all. Just let me be me, and I promise I'll try 
my best. 

Billy 
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